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Electronic Health  

Record System 
It has been quite a  

challenge but the hard- 

working Sunburst staff 

is mastering our new 

electronic health record 

(EHR) system.  Everyone  

from Don Fleck to Kathy  

Estes to administrative  

staff at all sites as well as  

therapists and other direct service providers in Sunburst are 

learning how the new system works.  The Sunburst team spent a 

lot of time up front deciding which company to work with in 

setting our system up. They finally decided on Harmony which 

has a 25-year history in the business and also offers 24/7 

support.  The new EHR system has many advantages for 

simplifying billing and record keeping.  It will also allow staff 

to see their schedule from any computer in our network. This 

will be extremely useful for those staff who travel between 

various sites.  More training on the system will happen this 

month and our goal is to have everything running smoothly by 

the end of December. What a great way to go into 2014! 

 

Fill those boxes… 
You might have noticed a colorful box at each Sunburst site 

with small pieces of blank paper just waiting for your ideas.  

We are collecting ideas from program participants, staff, 

volunteers, board members and the community in general in 

preparation for our 2013-14 annual strategic planning retreat.  

Our organization can only improve when we get ideas, 

suggestions and feedback from the entire “village” that makes 

up the Sunburst Community Service Foundation. So don’t 

hesitate to jot your ideas down and slip them into the box.  You 

can put in as many ideas as you have.  The boxes will be 

collected later in November (11/14) so don’t delay getting your 

ideas in. 

Thank you Dennis and Phyllis 

Washington Foundation! 
The Sunburst mental health services 

program was recently awarded a 

generous grant from the Dennis and 

Phyllis Washington Foundation to help 

program participants do more with art 

and gardening. The grant was written to 

obtain supplies such as picture frames, 

canvases, paints, seeds and gardening 

equipment for any of the Sunburst 

mental health sites.  Part of the grant 

can also be used to bring in professional 

artists and master gardeners to give 

workshops for Sunburst program 

participants.  This is a one-time grant 

with the goal that these materials and 

training will help individuals find ways 

to market their results – whether selling 

their art or selling fresh produce to help 

sustain these creative activities. 

Sunburst staff Emily Pray, Sandy 

Farrell and Rita Collins will meet later 

in November to discuss details on 

utilizing the grant funds. 

 

 

 



Family Concepts Moving Along 
A lot of great things have been happening in Family 

Concepts this past month! Staff is offering community 

Circle of Security classes at two of our sites.  Later in the 

winter, similar classes will be offered at four other sites.  

The funds for this useful community service came from a 

Montana Children’s Trust Fund Grant awarded to 

Sunburst.  This grant is a wonderful opportunity for 

families and individuals who work with children to learn 

more techniques for helping children feel secure.  

Research shows that “secure children exhibit increased 

empathy, greater self-esteem, better relationships with  

parents and peers,  

enhanced school  

readiness, and an  

increased capacity to  

handle emotions  

more effectively.” 

In an effort to keep  

all Family Concepts 

and Family in  

Partnership staff  

trained to be Circle  

of Security parent  

educators, Maya  

Negron from  

Sunburst’s Kalispell  

site will be going to 

Seattle in early 

December to complete the Circle of Security training 

there.  The Family Concepts room pictured above was 

designed and painted by Sunburst therapist Emily Pray. 

 

 

TOAST OF THE TOWN 
Sunburst in Eureka is about to hold their annual fundraising event, Toast of the Town.  A $15 

admission provides community members with a handcrafted cup, their first beverage of the evening, 

yummy appetizers and a chance at a door prize.  There are also many amazing items included in the 

silent auction as well as a chance for the 50/50.  About fifty items will be auctioned including a 

lovely hand felted rug, a set of enameled ceramic bowls, a gift certificate for four rounds of golf at 

the exclusive Wilderness Club and a travel mug with a life-time refill policy at Café Jax. The event 

takes place on November 8
th

 starting at 6:00pm at Four Corners Restaurant in Eureka.  This year 

Sunburst hopes to have over a hundred people turn out for the event which has been growing in 

popularity since it began in 2008.  Fans of the event collect each year’s handcrafted cup. Last year’s 

cup was designed and made by ceramic artist Karin Lamb. This year’s cups were made by Sally 

Steward of Sunshine Pottery in Eureka. 

Preliminary Art Competition 

Results! 
Although the winners have not been 

announced yet in the first annual 

Sunburst Arts Contest, the submission 

deadline was November 1
st
 so all 

entries have been collected.  A panel 

of judges will look at the wonderful 

pieces of art and announce their 

decisions by the middle of November.  

One winning piece will be used on 

this year’s Sunburst holiday card. 

Twelve others will be part of a 2014 

Sunburst calendar.  The first entry to 

be received in the contest was from a 

young Hamilton Family Concepts’ 

participant! Thanks to FSW Melynda 

Medlar for sending this in to us. The 

lovely piece captures the softness of 

winter. 

 


