
Kalispell News 
With the change of seasons and the days getting 
shorter the Kalispell office has been bustling away 
preparing for the upcoming winter. The Child and 
Family Team threw a wonderful Harvest Party for  
younger participants. On October 30th, 2015 the adults 
will have a chance to dress up at our Harvest festival. 
     Sykes restaurant will be hosting the annual free 
Thanksgiving dinner in Kalispell which many of our 
participants always enjoy. Plans are being made for 
the Sunburst Holiday Party to ensure those who find 
themselves with no one to spend the holidays with 
can spend it with others so they are not alone.  
     The Sunburst Art Contest will be wrapping up in 
early November. Julie Fleck is still accepting 
submissions for the best Winter Holiday and Thank 
You card. The art show will be held on November 9th 
at 5:30. See the all the wonderful art submissions in 
the Village.   

Please remember the offices and  
the Village will be closed Nov. 26th  
to 27th for Thanksgiving. We will  
re-open again on Nov 30th, 2015.  

Kalispell wishes everyone a safe 
and Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

Polson News 
The Sunburst Boys and Tween Girls groups have been busy 
decorating the walls this fall for Halloween and preparing 
artwork that will be displayed at the Sunburst 2nd Annual 
Art Contest.  
     Tween girls group will be visiting the St. Joseph Assisted 
Living Home in an effort to improve their social skills and 
art skills. They will practice community service by providing 
the residents with custom designed gift bags.   
      Polson is excited to say a special happy birthday to Julie 
Frederick the new clinical supervisor of Polson. Every week 
she has been hosting a successful Women’s Empowerment 
group with a great response from the women who are 
learning how to be assertive and practice self-care as they 
support each other.  
     Polson would also like to welcome Debra Orozco who 
recently joined our team as a service coordinator. She has 
years of experience as a social worker, volunteers for 
NAMI, and currently attends Walla Walla University. Debra 
and Stacey McElderry continue to work hard with the 
Center for Prevention and Wellness to provide quick, free, 
and confidential HIV testing in Polson. 
 
 

www.sunburstfoundation.org Newsletter      

           Vol 3 no 11 November, 2015 
                                                                                                                                                                      

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participant Corner 
Daniel Roan has steadily built up his kitchen skills at 
Cooking Class with Sunburst for the last two years. Three 
months ago he decided to step out and make a major 
change in his life by applying for Vocational Rehabilitation. 
He started with a job coach as he searched for part-time 
work. Shortly after, Mackenzie River Pizza Company  

  opened up and Daniel immediately 
  applied. Between the job interview 
  and coaching it took him only two 
  months to be hired as a  
  dishwashing employee AND receive 
  a raise! The supervisor told the job 
  coach he loves Daniel’s hard work 
  ethic, punctuality, and focus. He is 

                                          thankful Daniel plans to be a part  
of                                      of the Mackenzie River team.  

 

Mission News 
Groups are booming and in full swing here in St. 
Ignatius! Tuesday is Arts and Crafts, Thursday is Movie 
Club and Friday is Adult Beading Group!!   

     Our service coordinator, Mary DuMontier, is 
leaving us for a new adventure and we wish her all the 
best. We would like to thank her for all the amazing 
work she did while with us. In Mary's absence, Stacy 
McElderry, currently a service coordinator in Polson, 
will now be in St. Ignatius full time. Mission has 
expanded our therapy services to outreach to youth at 
Two Eagle School in Pablo. A therapist travels to this 
underserved student population once a week. 

 



Libby News 

Libby will be having a SPOOKTACULAR time 
with their kids this Halloween season. The little 
monsters will be decked out in their fun 
costumes for a Halloween party at the Libby 
Sunburst office. Adults in the Libby office plan 
to have a Bingo party earlier in the day.  
     Fun times at Libby!!! The month of 
November will be Libby’s Pie Social. Everyone 
is welcome to come and enjoy some yummy 
pies to judge the best pie. The winner of the 
pie contest gets a PIE to take home. Have fun 
Libby folks! For more information on any 
events contact Michelle at the office.  

Birthday Corner 
Happy Birthday to you and you and 

you! 

October Birthdays: 

Julie Fleck-October 3rd 
Britteny Evans - October 8th  
Karen Skonard - October 23rd  
Michael Jacobson - October 23rd  
Tangela Hunter - October 24th  
Julie Frederick – October 29th  

 
November Birthdays: 

Katrin Steward - November 1st  
Chelsey Barta - November 4th  
Denis Jackman - November 14th  
Sonya Milheim - November 20th  
Leah Furlong - November 24th  
Stacy McElderry - November 27th  

 

Help Support Sunburst! 

The Kroger Family Stores is committed to 

bringing hope and help to local communities. The 

company fundraises through a variety of activities 

such as charitable giving, sponsorships and the 

unique Community Rewards Program at Smith's 

stores. For more information about how you and 

your family can support the Sunburst Foundation 

please visit the Kroger web site at 

www.smithcommunity@sfdc.com. 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Cami Imperato – October 1st - 3 years 
Christina Clark -October 1st - 2 years 
Kathy Estes – October 1st - 10 years 
Morgan Tate -October 1st - 1 year 
Tiffany Lyons –October 1st - 1 year 
Tracey Framness – November 1st - 1 year 
Marcia Tharp – November 1st - 9 years 
Megan Bailey – November 1st - 3 years 

Thank You for all Your Hard Work! 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Village Drop-In Center News 
The month of October has been a busy one for the Sunburst Village and Drop-in Center. A visiting DJ hosted 
a party playing music and lights while ice-cream was enjoyed by all. Recently, a Ceramics group and Water 
Color Painting group offered was enjoyed by participants. Sunburst Village hosted a visit from Crisis 
Intervention Trained officers (CIT) -- a group of state law enforcement learning how to better respond to 
people on the job who have mental health conditions and/or disability.  

     With the Sunburst Village being an official drop off center for both Coats for Kids and One Warm Coat, 
the month of November looks to be another busy month. The Village continues to do outreach and 
fundraising in an effort to continue to provide access to resources and community events for those in need. 
If you would like more information on upcoming events or community programs in the Sunburst Village 
please contact Morgan Tate or Eryn Anitavi.  
 

http://www.smithcommunity@sfdc.com


                                                      

 

 

 

The Sunburst Community Service Foundation  
first began in Eureka, MT in 1994 when community  
members identified pressing needs for social  
services, culture, arts, and community education.  
Since our inception, this nonprofit has grown to serve other communities in western Montana as well.  

     Eureka, Montana is a small isolated community in a county that has the highest unemployment in the 
state. We are not a rich town by any means but have managed to live well and will continue to do so as 
the arts are an integral part of our lives. It is not just about learning different art styles from urban areas, 
but celebrating the creativity of people in this valley.    

     In Eureka, there are so many reminders of how much culture and arts have enriched our lives over 
the last twenty years. A walk through town or sitting over coffee with a local will surely demonstrate 
how much richer life is thanks to having the arts as part of our community. The local library has beautiful 
murals painted on its outside walls depicting historical moments in the valley (thanks to a grant that 
Sunburst obtained). Every year Sunburst brings in artists and musicians to do outreach in our rural 
schools. Sunburst arranges classes so skilled individuals in our community can pass on their crafts. A 
young man who grew up in Eureka and is now doing graduate work in astrophysics wrote, "Sunburst’s 
various programs that brought in outside artists for performances and workshops opened my eyes to 
the outside world and expanded the possibilities I saw for my life. Suddenly, the world seemed more 
accessible. Seeing all of these people who had followed their dreams made following my own passions 
seem like a viable option, and I took it." 

     This art story is about vision and hard work. It involves believing it was possible to bring in quality 
concerts to this town of 1,037 and making it happen (this is our 17th season for the Performing Arts 
Series). It was supporting local artists and musicians, finding ways for them to sell their creations, finding 
funds to support weekly music at the farmers market, and helping them find resources which would 
allow them to become more widely known. Always cheering us on in many ways are agencies like the 
Montana Arts Council, Montana Performing Arts Consortium, WESTAF and the National Endowment for 
the Arts. Without their support, our struggle to bring the gift of art to raise the quality of life of the 
people in our community would have been much, much more difficult.  

See more at: https://www.arts.gov/50th/stories/rita-collins#sthash.a2m0SxO1.dpuf 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MY ART STORY by                                  
RITA COLLINS 

 
 

Sunburst Arts 

Upcoming Events for the Sunburst Foundation Arts: 
November 2: Auditions for Missoula Children's Theater at the LCHS auditorium. Students in grades 1-12 are 
encouraged to try out for this year's play. 3:45pm 
November 6: Toast of the Town!  Every year this great event gets even better with wine tasting, handcrafted cups, 
delicious food, silent auction and more. See you at Four Corners Restaurant from 5:30 - 8:00pm 
November 7: Missoula Children's Theater! Two shows so be sure to catch one.  3pm and 5:30pm at the LCHS 
auditorium 
November 13: Scott Kirby with his outrageous ragtime piano will be the second concert in this year's series.  7pm 
at the LCHS Auditorium.  
November 24: Sunburst staff and volunteers do Community Soup Night - yummy food and live music at the 
Tobacco Valley Senior Center. 

https://www.arts.gov/50th/stories/rita-collins#sthash.a2m0SxO1.dpuf

