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Washington Grant Results Continue 
The Washington Foundation grant has planted seeds 

and they are growing!  In February eight people 

including consumers and staff took a silk painting 

workshop from Sally Steward.  The results of that 

have rippled out so now Polson consumers are 

painting scarves to sell this summer and one staff took 

the technique to Hot Springs to teach people there.  

Meanwhile in March, Sunburst sites in Mission, 

Polson and Kalispell held gardening classes to get 

seeds started for the summer. On a recent trip through 

Kalispell, we were able to see the seedlings already 

starting to grow! If you have any interest in being part 

of the gardening groups contact 

Dee (Kalispell), Sandy (Polson) 

or Brandy (Mission).  This 

month there will be a leather  

workshop in Polson that is open  

to consumers and staff from that  

site and Kalispell.  Jeff Morrow,  

who will teach the workshop, runs  

a well-recognized business  

making the finest custom-made saddles, chaps, tack, 

and gun leather. To sign up for the workshop which 

has limited enrolment, contact Sandy in Polson or Dee 

in Kalispell. The class will be held on April 14 from 

10am – 3pm in Polson. Transportation will be 

provided for those attending from Kalispell. 

Spring Clean Up! 
Spring is in the air and everyone is 

ready to be outside. There is a sense 

that we all survived winter and are now 

ready to get things in order as we head 

into summer.  Staff at the Sunburst site 

in Helena sent a photo with their new 

sign on their little house there.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sunburst folks in Libby are 

moving into a new office with more 

space to accommodate mental health 

services and Family Concepts.  The 

back space in Kalispell will be tidied 

up on May 1. Two consumers started 

tackling it but there is a lot to haul out. 

Volunteers from Eureka will come on 

May 1 to take items to be recycled or 

otherwise moved on. And in Mission, 

garden beds are being prepared. 

Yippee for Spring! Find out how you 

can help spruce up our sites. 

 

 

Updates and Appreciation 
Kayla Friss read our March newsletter and kindly took the time to write, letting us know that 

although we had listed fifteen social workers on Sunburst’s staff, we had neglected Kayla and 

Elaine Maggi from the Libby office. Both of them have a bachelor’s degree in social work and 

are members of the National Association of Social Workers. Thanks for writing, Kayla, and for 

all your good work in Libby! If anyone notices errors in any of these newsletters, please don’t 

hesitate to contact Rita (mtsunbrust@yahoo.com).  We want to be sure that the information we 

put out is correct and complete. 
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Talented Sunburst Staff!  It comes as no surprise that 

Sunburst has some very talented people on staff.  We see it in so 

many ways at our eight sites and in the work that they do. But 

our staff also shows talent outside of their jobs. Both Kat  

     Incashola from the  

     Mission office and  

     Evan Thompson in Libby 

     are great photographers.  

     Here is one example of  

     Kat’s work.  There are  

     other artistic people  

     working at Sunburst 

     – too many to list in one 

     article! Emily Pray’s  

     murals have been featured  

     in newsletters before. And

     Sandy Farrell is another

     talented artist. Thanks to 

     all of you for making the 

     world more beautiful. 

 

      

      

FC/FIP Staff to Missoula 

All Family Support Workers 

will be in Missoula on April 

21-23 at the annual CAN 

conference.  This is required 

for all FSWs providing 

services under our contract.  

They will attend workshops 

on topics such as:  

Interviewing Children 

with Disabilities, Child 

Abuse and Neglect through 

the Eyes of a Physician, and 

Human Trafficking of 

Children. The conference is 

for all contracted service 

providers throughout the 

state as well as CFSD staff, 

CASA, foster and adoptive 

parents, therapists, 

counselors, attorneys, 

judges, and others who are 

interested.  In addition to the 

scheduled conference 

sessions, Julie Fleck will 

speak at a breakfast meeting 

for FSWs from Sunburst.  

She will talk about mental 

health diagnoses and 

symptoms.  We will also 

have a dinner meeting and 

program with Kayla Friss on 

updates and reminders of 

important components of 

our work. There will be time 

for questions and discussion 

following her presentation. 

 

Last concert of winter concert series 
Sunburst’s 15

th
 Annual Performing Arts Series ended with a 

fantastic concert on March 22.  Trio Voronezh, an accomplished 

group that is originally from Russia, performed to an enthusiastic 

audience and also did an outreach program to the local nursing 

home while in Eureka.  Sergei Teleshev, accordionist in the 

group, was recently named the US button accordion champion. 

To make the evening concert even more memorable, Eureka 

advisory board member Terry Brewer made all the concessions 

for the event from Russian recipes.  Small tea cakes, honey cake, 

torte and fruit dumplings quickly sold out.  A great way to end 

the concert season! 

 

 

Our Writings #1 featuring the 

winners of the Sunburst 

writing competition is out. Get 

a copy at any site or contact 

the Eureka office to order one.  

Copies of the chapbook are $3. 

 


