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Sunburst Turns 20! 
Why it seems like only yesterday that a small 

group of people gathered in Eureka to discuss 

setting up a nonprofit that would meet 

community needs in that town. And then the 

nonprofit grew to serve Libby and Kalispell with 

Family Concepts. And then it grew to serve 

more communities. And then in 2010 it added 

mental health services and then it grew some 

more.  This year when Sunburst Community 

Service Foundation turns twenty, there is a lot to 

celebrate.  Kathy Estes is heading up the 

committee which is working on the festivities 

planned for this September. Kathy and the 

committee, which includes staff and board 

members, are collecting ideas and investigating 

possibilities.  The event(s) will certainly involve 

fun, food and sharing lots of stories.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This photo is from a Eureka Rendezvous Parade 

in 1998 when Sunburst entered a float filled with 

all sorts of characters.  More pictures from the 

Sunburst scrapbook will be included in 

upcoming newsletters. If you have suggestions 

for our September Anniversary Celebration, 

contact Kathy Estes at fc.kathykal@yahoo.com 

Montana Children’s Trust Fund 

Grant is Renewed 
The Montana Children’s Trust Fund has renewed a grant 

to Sunburst to continue parent education courses through 

our Family Concepts program.  The Circle of Security 

classes are available free to parents who want to learn 

more about child development and ways to care for their 

children more effectively.  This is the third year that the 

Children’s Trust Fund grant has been awarded to 

Sunburst. Sunburst staff is working to expand our course 

offerings so that more parents as well as agencies that 

serve families can take the classes. Although slightly 

less than the amount initially requested in the grant 

application, the $7500 award will allow Sunburst to 

offer the classes in five communities. 

 

A Great Crew! 
Sunburst staff and  

volunteers prepared 

a delicious dinner for  

the Community Soup 

Night in Eureka on  

June 16. Our crew  

served over 125 

people delicious  

wraps, salads, water- 

melon and brownies. 

In this photo,  

therapist Deb 

Bressler serves meals 

next to advisory  

board member Charla 

Trotter and Charla’s granddaughter.  Sunburst provides 

one community meal every three months in Eureka as 

part of a community coalition.  The free weekly meal is 

offered to anyone in the community through the support 

of churches, nonprofits, business and families who sign 

up to take turns cooking and serving the meals. 

 

 



 
St. Ignatius Rocks! 
Sunburst staff Mary DuMontier and Stacy McElderry 

are making all sorts of cool things happen this summer 

at the St. Ignatius site.  Working with some young 

consumers, they have planted flowers out front to give 

the space a welcoming appeal.  They run kids groups 

twice a week that include activates such as art, crafts, 

games, communication skills and developing positive 

interaction with peers and adults.  Mary and Stacy are 

also beginning two cooking groups in St Ignatius 

following the lead of the Sunburst site in Polson. There 

will be one weekly cooking group for young people 

and one for adults. Each month the groups from St 

Ignatius and Polson will do an exchange to visit the 

other site and sample what is cooking there.  Mary 

reported that they are also working with other agencies 

and groups in the Mission area including the 

Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, a diabetic 

education group and local churches.  They believe that 

having a wide umbrella of services and partnerships is 

beneficial for the individuals that Sunburst serves as 

well as the community in general.  Way to go!  We 

look forward to hearing more about the summer 

happenings in St. Ignatius and to sampling new recipes. 

Mary and Stacy are both services coordinators in St. 

Ignatius. Stacy also works for Sunburst in Hot Springs. 

Congratulations! 
Sunburst sends out a very warm welcome to 

Harper Mae, the daughter of our hardworking 

board member Kim Murray.  Harper Mae was 

born on June 15 and we look forward to seeing 

photos of her at the next board meeting.   

 

The Sunburst board of directors meets monthly 

to discuss policy, financial oversight and 

strategic planning.  As a nonprofit, the volunteer 

board has ultimate responsibility for the 

organization.  Our board, composed of six 

individuals, attends monthly meetings as well as 

working on committees and for special events 

throughout the year.   

Music to Lincoln County 
Collaboration between Sunburst and the 

Kootenai Heritage Council will bring African 

American performer Queen Nur to Lincoln 

County for a week’s residency in March 2016.  

Queen Nur is a renowned storyteller, musician 

and teaching artist from New York. She will 

spend five days in Libby, Troy, Trego and 

Fortine schools working with children on 

storytelling. She will also give two evening 

performances for the communities in Eureka 

and Libby.  Partial support to bring Queen Nur 

to Lincoln County is from WESTAF (Western 

States Arts Federation) and the Montana Arts 

Council. Both agencies gave grants to Sunburst 

to help cover expenses for this exceptional 

artist-in-residency.  Staff at Sunburst and the 

Kootenai Heritage Council felt Queen Nur 

would be a great experience for the school 

children as well 

as communities in  

general. This is the  

second year that  

Sunburst and the 

Kootenai Heritage  

Council have partnered  

to bring various 

performers to the  

county so children and  

adults can have  

opportunities for 

cultural enrichment in 

the rural communities. 

 

 

     Sunburst 

     Kalispell  

Looking 

     Lovely 
     The Sunburst 

     Kalispell site has 

     been looking 

even     even more 

     awesome recently 

     as some great 

     art by artists 

     associated with  

     Sunburst in  

     Polson has been  

added to hallways and offices.  Julie Fleck is 

responsible for finding outstanding pieces done by 

consumers in Polson that add a special touch to the 

Kalispell spaces. Our Kalispell site has been making 

some very nice changes recently in their public spaces 

to give a lift to those who come by to utilize our 

services or perhaps just stop by to visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


