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Sunburst Staff out and about… 
The year 2105 began with a bang as Sunburst staff reached 

out to communities in a variety of ways.  Family Concepts 

staff Maya Negron had a Sunburst booth at the Winter Warm 

Up in Kalispell on Friday, January 30
th

.  This event was 

organized by Project Homeless Connect Stand Down and the 

United Way. The event ran from 10am until 9pm at the 

Gateway Community Center. Participants received assistance 

seeking shelter, with job searches, clothing, coats, sleeping 

bags, and assistance to veterans. There was live music all day, 

a free hot lunch and a lot more. Fifty-five organizations 

participated in the event including Sunburst staff.  Besides 

offering services and a warm, pleasant day inside, the Winter 

Warm Up is also a crucial event for conducting the annual 

Montana Homeless Survey in this region. The survey helps to 

provide local organizations like Sunburst with an idea of the 

scope of homelessness in the Flathead Valley. One of the 

Warm Up volunteers pointed out that "This survey is 

crucial…and shows the state, the state level, the federal level, 

the county level, the city level. There really is a homeless 

issue here in Kalispell. And these numbers show that. Those 

are the things you need for funding sources, those are the 

things you need for grants, otherwise it looks like you don't 

have an issue here in Kalispell of homelessness and we really 

do.” 

 

Besides her position  

with Sunburst, Maya  

volunteers with  

the Project Homeless  

Connect Planning  

Committee and the  

Flathead Homeless  

Interagency Resources and Education  

(Flathead H.I.R.E.)  

Committee. She  

encourages others in the community to consider volunteering 

with both or either of these groups as a way to enhance the 

quality of life in the Flathead Valley. 

 

 

…and spreading the word! 
Sunburst staff and volunteers from Eureka 

attended the Montana Performing Arts 

Consortium in Great Falls on January 23-

25. The annual consortium brings 

performers, presenters and speakers 

together to network and work on grants. 

The performers who are from across the 

country show their musical ability during 

a full day of showcasing.  The presenters 

and organizations are looking at which 

performers they want to bring in for a 

concert series and also negotiating with 

other towns to block book shows.  The 

speakers this year were from the Montana 

Arts Council and the National Endowment 

for the Arts.  Each town or organization 

represented sat up a booth on Friday. And 

this year Sunburst’s booth took first prize!  

The booth which had a tropical theme 

proved to be ideal in the middle of winter. 

         
Sunburst 

    volunteers 

Peggy Jane 

   Ousley, Sally 

    Steward and 

    Carol Blake at 

    MPAC booth 

 

Reminder 
It is a Sunburst policy that no e-cigarettes 

are allowed in any Sunburst buildings. 

And all smoking must take place at least 

30 feet away from entrances to our 

buildings.  Thank you for observing this 

policy and helping to make Sunburst a 

healthier place to be for consumers, staff, 

families and visitors. 

 
 
This policy is effective immediately.  
Thank you for your cooperation in this 

 



 

 

Improving Sunburst Services 
Sunburst staff Rani Brennan and Brandy Couture 

worked with Flathead Valley Community College to 

develop a pilot course for Sunburst that the college will 

potentially use in the future with other students. The 

course is a refresher class for CNA skills and is 

designed for individuals who had a CNA license which 

lapsed. The course helps these students to review for a 

test that allows them to become certified again.  

Materials for the course were purchased by Sunburst for 

those staff who participated in the review. They will 

take the test sometime in February. The pilot course was 

held at FVCC on January 13 and 14. Four Sunburst staff 

attended including Susan Smith, Naomi Kubica, Elaine 

Maggi, and Tiffany Lyons. The course went well and all 

candidates are in the process of studying for the test. 

Having CNA skills will be advantageous for those 

Sunburst sites providing medication management 

especially the sites that use telemed to save consumers 

time communicating to appointments with psychiatric 

nurse practitioners. 

New Additional in Kalispell 
Although not quite a new staff member at Sunburst’s 

Child and Family Center in Kalispell, Tyler (the bear) is 

a wonderful presence for young consumers and their 

families. Don Fleck, Sunburst’s CEO, said he first saw 

Tyler at COSTCO and knew this would be a wonderful 

creature to add to the  

Kalispell site. When 

Tyler first arrived in 

his new home at the 

Child and Family 

Center, it seemed  

that he might fall 

over on some small 

child so Jason and  

Don took the  

precaution of 

attaching Tyler to 

the wall so he can  

provide a welcoming 

smile to anyone who 

walks into the  

visitation room. Stop 

by to visit Tyler and 

to see our lovely  

space at the Child and Family Center in Kalispell. 

 

 

Sunburst’s Second 

Annual Writing 

Competition 
Last year’s Sunburst  

writing competition went  

so well that we decided 

to run a second one. So we  

are officially announcing  

Sunburst’s Second Annual Writing Competition. 

Participants in any Sunburst program (mental 

health services, Family Concepts, Families in 

Partnership, arts and education) are eligible to 

enter.  Submissions will be accepted for three 

categories:  poetry, short stories and essays. Each 

piece of writing should be no longer than 500 

words and can be submitted typed or 

handwritten.  The writer’s name, phone number 

and the Sunburst site they are part of must be 

written on the back of the writing submission.  

Writing submissions that do not have the 

necessary information on the back cannot be 

considered for the competition. Three written 

pieces will be selected in each of the three 

categories (poetry, short story and essay) so nine 

pieces in all. Winners will be given a free copy 

of the chapbook that will be published with the 

winning entries. Additional copies of the 

chapbook will be sold at Sunburst sites and 

through online orders.  Deadline for submitting 

your writing is 5:00pm March 1, 2015. Give 

your submissions to Sunburst staff at your site or 

send directly to “Writing Competition” at PO 

Box 18633 Eureka 59917. Gather up the best 

writing you have done this past year or write 

something new for this year’s competition.  

Remember your entries must be received by 

March 1.  From last year’s chapbook… 
Great Spirit 

Little Feather 

 

Whose voice we hear in the winds 

And whose breath gives life 

To all the world 

Hear us 

We are small and weak 

We need your strength and wisdom 

To protect ourselves and our children 

from evil. 
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