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Birthday Bash(es)!! 
What a lovely time we had celebrating Sunburst’s 20

th
 

anniversary. The entire staff was treated to a delicious 

luncheon at the Hilton Inn on September 25
th

 with 

speeches, awards and prizes. Libby staff organized a 

celebration at their site with healthy snacks and a 

lovely cake. And in Eureka there was a community 

celebration on September 27
th

 with music, a few 

speeches and cake.  All of these were a wonderful 

way for staff, board members and the community to 

recognize the hard work that has brought Sunburst to 

where it is today.  And these events all took lots of 

effort from the planning committees and those who 

helped with decorations, raffles baskets and food. 

Thanks!  And we look forward to Sunburst’s 30
th

 

anniversary. 

         Libby’s delights 

Eureka fans    Libby’s delights 

  Staff luncheon 

Tina Taurman 

 

 

Polson Expansion 
Staff and program participants in Polson are very 

excited as they prepare to move into their new 

location.  The move is anticipated by the end of 

October or by early November at the latest. The 

new space which is near the new Polson aquatic 

center and the KRMC clinic will have twice as 

much office space as where Sunburst currently is 

located in Polson. The new beautiful location will 

not only have more offices but space for a Village 

and a large meeting room.  And it’s exciting for 

everyone to move into a building that is truly 

accessible as the current building had challenges 

with second story offices and the no elevator.   

 
And more Polson news! 
Polson mental health staff and participants are 

partnering with Mission Valley Live to do 

fundraising and to have a general good time in 

December.  Mission Valley Live is a group that 

brings in live performances to the Polson High 

School Auditorium. For their December 11
th

 

concert, they are featuring the remarkable Jason 

Farnham who is a virtuoso pianist.  Sunburst will 

work with Mission Valley Live by distributing 

vouchers that can be presented the evening of the 

concert. 

Every 

voucher  

turned in 

will give 

50% of  

the ticket  

price to 

Sunburst!  

Sunburst staff will set up a table in the lobby of 

the auditorium that evening to give out 

information about all that Sunburst does. 

 

 

 

 



 

New Face in Kalispell 
Chelsey Barta is a bright new face with our Child and 

Family team in Sunburst’s Kalispell site.  Chelsey 

graduated from Walla Walla University last winter with 

her Masters in Social Work.  She immediately began 

working at Sunburst with adults and then just recently 

shifted to work with teens in the Child and Family 

Center. Chelsey is very excited about this move as she 

said teens are her favorite group.  Chelsey enjoys 

working at Sunburst 

for numerous reasons. 

She really likes the team 

there  that she is part of. She 

also appreciates how her 

supervisors are open to 

her ideas and willing to 

let her explore things in 

her practice. Chelsey was 

also very pleased that 

Sunburst was willing to 

work with her schedule  

as she raises her young son.  She is happy to be part of 

the Sunburst staff and looks forward to growing 

professionally with the organization.  

 

And from St. Ignatius… 
Sunburst’s new Community Worker Brooke 

Wagner begins a beading group for 

participants in St. Ignatius starting this 

month. The group will meet once a week to 

focus on traditional Native American 

beading.  Brooke, who is in her mid 20s, is 

very enthused to work with this particular 

group composed of older women from St. 

Ignatius.  Other groups that are starting up 

as we inch into Fall are two boys groups. 

These are for elementary and middle school 

aged boys after school. The groups are 

centered on social gaming with the xbox 

Sunburst has at that site. Brandon Burke 

explained that, “the xbox’s a gaming 

machine that almost every kid, teenager, 

and adult (we work with) seems to love. I 

pair two to three boys of similar age and 

will have a snack and let them play sports 

games, adventure games, etc. It is great for 

socializing and gets some of the quietest 

kids to talk to other kids and their workers.” 

Eureka Concert Series 
Sunburst in Eureka will begin its 17

th
 annual 

Performing Arts Series in October with Wiley and the 

Wild West.  Already calls for tickets have been coming 

in for that first concert from fans in the Flathead Valley 

as well as Spokane so it promises to be a great 

audience.  Other concerts in the season include Scott 

Kirby (pianist), Valinor Quartet (classical strings), 

Jesus Garcia Band (latin folk) and Queen Nur 

(storyteller extraordinaire). The Sunburst concert series 

is supported by ticket sales, concessions, business 

sponsors and grants.  For most 

concerts in the series, there is an outreach component 

where the performers spend  

time during the day in local  

schools working with  

students.  This season schools 

in Trego, Fortine, Eureka,  

Libby and Troy will  

participate in the program.  

Performers will also visit local 

nursing homes and other 

community groups. 

Community Outreach 
Sunburst staff and volunteers were very 

busy in September doing community 

outreach. In the photo below, Julie Fleck 

encourages children at the Lincoln County 

Fair to make beaded bracelets.  Sunburst 

had a booth at the fair that ran for the three 

days with staff and volunteers. Sunburst 

volunteers and staff also prepared and 

served dinner for the Eureka Community 

Soup Night in September. Over one hundred 

people came through to enjoy the food and 

the live music. As  

well as providing  

great activities like 

these for the  

public, staff have 

also been out- 

reaching to clinics, 

schools and local 

Chamber of  

Commerce to  

let people in the  

communities know what Sunburst has to 

offer.  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 


