
And in the south is Hamilton! 
Sunburst has eight sites stretching from Eureka in the north 

to Hamilton in the south – 231 miles that Sunburst covers 

will all those great services.  Our Hamilton site offers a 

Family Concepts program with Kendra Tucker and Cori 

Hembrook. Kendra has been in the position for a year and 

a half. She enjoys her work as she finds, “that it is 

challenging. It keeps me on my toes, and there is so much 

to learn. I also appreciate that I get to witness change in 

families’ lives.” She also has high hopes for seeing the 

Hamilton site grow.“I would love to have Family Concepts  

be a stronger presence in the  

Bitterroot Valley.  I hope that by  

having a strong team and doing 

good work, we can expand our  

services and have more connections  

with other providers and agencies. I 

 would love to have more of a 

 mental health component down here, perhaps even in-

home family therapy services. I see it being beneficial to 

offer more services that families need, and to have those 

services be in-home.”  Cori, who has also been with 

Sunburst for a year and a half, agrees. “I love Kendra's idea 

about having an opportunity to do in-home family 

counseling services. She already has her MSW and I will 

have mine in March. I would love to see how we might be 

able to put our hard earned degrees to good use. I also 

think I could provide more services on behalf of Sunburst 

if I were certified to teach Circle of Security.”  Both Cori  

   and Kendra don’t have much contact 

 with other Sunburst staff other than  

Maya Negron and Julie Fleck.  They  

both look forward to staff trainings  

and conferences where they have an 

opportunity to meet with other  

colleagues and talk about the  

challenges of the work that they do.  

Kudos to Cori and Kendra for doing 

great work in the Bitterroot Valley.

  

Newsletter 
Vol 3 no 2 March 2015 

 

www.sunburstfoundation.org   

 

 

  

 

 

March is National Social Work 

Month and Sunburst has a fantastic group 

of social workers! So take time this month to 

congratulate these individuals who make 

such a difference in our lives:  Meg 

Anderson, Megan Baily, Julie Fleck, 

Elizabeth Charlat, Patty Murrin, Mary 

Dumontier , Marcia Tharp, Elaine Maggie, 

Kendra Tucker, Cori Hembrook, Maya 

Negron, Emily Pray, Mary Olstad-Hanson, 

Jami Flickinger, Jenny Tucker, Jenny Burke, 

Holly Singbell, Kay Lester and Hollie Croft. 

The whole nation will commemorate 

National Social Work Month in March and 

the National Association of Social Workers 

will celebrate its 60th anniversary in 2015. 

NASW’s goal during Social Work Month 

and throughout 2015 will be to educate the 

public about how social workers and the 

association have brought about major 

positive social changes and improved the 

lives of individuals and families.  

 
 Great Donation! Jesco Marine and 

Power Sports donated a collection of 

wonderful toys to the Sunburst Child and 

Family Center in Kalispell. Staff Rani 

Brennan said, “how delighted the kids have 

been to get a little stuffed animal to brighten 

their day.  One mom is using it as a way to 

say she is sorry to her daughter for getting 

on her so much these past couple of weeks 

and to use it as a tool to reconnect with her.”  

 



 

 

 

 
Upcoming Classes in Kalispell 
Staff from the Literacy Center visited Sunburst’s 

Village recently to talk with Mandy Winegardner 

about offering adult basic skills and GED/HiSET 

classes at the Village starting in March.  Matt 

Fitzpatrick from the Literacy Center will give a 

talk at the Village on March 11 at 3:00pm to 

explain what the classes will cover and how they 

will be structured.  It is an exciting collaboration 

between the Literacy Center, FVCC and Sunburst.  

The college will supply all the necessary materials, 

the Center will supply qualified teachers and 

Sunburst will supply the space.  The classes will be 

open to anyone who wants to improve basic skills 

or acquire a high school equivalency. To learn 

more about these classes, plan to attend Matt’s talk 

on March 11 in the Village.  

Fundraiser in Libby 
The Cabinet Mountain Brewing Company in Libby 

will hold a Brews to Benefit fundraiser for Sunburst 

on March 12 from 5:00 – 8:00pm. One dollar from 

every beverage (beer, ginger ale, root beer and 

lemonade) sold will go toward the Sunburst site in 

Libby to provide resources for Family Concepts and 

mental health services in that community. It should 

be a fun evening and will have various other draws 

for the community. The event will feature live music 

by the women’s band Mountain Echoes, information 

about Sunburst services will be provided and there 

will be door prices. The Sunburst site in Libby has 

been growing and has some great things happening 

there. A new Village area has recently been created 

and Marcia Tharp is now supervising the site. She is 

joined by Heidi Resus, LCPC, who is providing child 

and family therapy.  They join the current staff who 

have done a lot to help the Libby site grow since it 

first opened two years ago. 

Congrats to CNAs! 
Three Sunburst staff from Eureka and Kalispell 

successfully completed their CNA course and 

received certification.  These individuals did a course 

that FVCC had arranged in collaboration with 

Sunburst which allowed the students to complete the 

typical course more quickly.  Their CNA training 

will allow them to work more effectively with our 

nurse practitioners on staff. Tiffany Lyons and Susan 

Smith from Kalispell and Naomi Kubica from 

Eureka were the three staff who helped to pilot this 

new course and passed the final exams which 

included a written segment and a test of physical 

skills. 

 
 

 

Last Concert in 2014-15 Series 
The Sunburst Performing Arts Series will finish up 

on March 26
th

 with a performance by the Mud Bay 

Jugglers and Tune Stranglers. The performers will 

begin their visit with an outreach performance to 

Trego and Fortine schools. Their evening show 

begins at 7:00pm at the high school auditorium. 

Students 18 and younger are given free admission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Even as this year’s series ends, Sunburst staff and 

volunteers in Eureka are lining out the concerts for 

the upcoming 2015-16 series. That will open with 

Wylie and the Wild West Show, an amazing 

Montana band that recently received the exclusive 

“National Cowboy Museum Wrangler Heritage 

Award” for Outstanding Original Western 

Composition”. 

 

 

  


