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Music at Kalispell Site 
Musicians Ray and Shirley Jacobs spent an 

afternoon in Kalispell recently performing for 

anyone in the Village who cared to listen. After 

a concert that included some sing alongs, Ray 

who makes musical instruments, also gave 

instruction on how to play a Rocky Mountain 

dulcimer. He donated one of his cardboard 

models that Shirley had decorated to the Village 

for people to practice on. With only three 

strings, a Rocky Mountain dulcimer is one of the 

easiest musical instruments to learn to play.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eryn Anitavi, Sunburst staff who helped arrange 

the event, said, “There was laughter and singing 

and staff were coming out from their offices to 

see what all the excitement was about. We’ve 

had smiling clients playing the dulcimer that 

Ray left us.”  There are plans to bring Ray and 

Shirley back later in the fall for another concert. 

Traveling to Billings! 
Sunburst staff from three sites will travel to 

Billings on September 30 to attend the Montana 

Nonprofit Association Conference.  Julie Fleck 

(Director of Human Services), Julie Frederick 

(Site Supervisor in Polson), and Rita Collins 

(organizational development in Eureka) will 

carpool across the state to the annual conference. 

This year’s theme, “The Power of Story,” 

includes four plenary sessions and over twenty 

breakout sessions. Besides opportunities to hear 

new ideas and network with colleagues from 

other nonprofits, Sunburst staff will also 

contribute to the event.  Rita Collins will present 

a session at the conference, “Four Corners of 

Volunteerism: Development, Growth, 

Engagement and Visibility.”  Support from the 

Montana Children’s Trust Fund and the Montana 

Nonprofit Association will help cover the costs 

for the three Sunburst staff to attend. 

  
Final plans are underway for Sunburst’s 20

th
 

Anniversary.  All staff and our board will 

celebrate on September 25 in Kalispell and then 

there will be a community celebration in Eureka 

on Sunday, September 27 from 2-4pm in 

Riverside Park. Other sites will celebrate as well 

so be sure to join us in recognizing Sunburst at 

20! 

 

 

 

Fare Thee Well to Hamilton 
Although a smaller Sunburst site, Hamilton 

offered Family Concepts programs in the 

Bitterroot Valley for a number of years.  Due to 

changes in staff with one of the two staff there 

leaving and also the contract with the state 

ending, Sunburst management decided to close 

the office. Sincere thanks to Cori and Kendra for 

all they have given to Sunburst and to the people 

in Hamilton. 



 

 
New Therapist in Town 
Jenny Profitt isn’t a new face to Sunburst. She 

has been a Service Coordinator in Kalispell for 

two and a half years.  But as she recently 

completed her MSW degree through Walla 

Walla University, she has now moved into the 

position of therapist and will work with 

individuals in Lincoln and Lake Counties.  

Jenny still needs to complete 3,000 supervised 

hours in order to complete her LCSW.  No 

slacker, as soon as Jenny finished up her 

course work at 

Walla Walla, she  

began working  

towards certification 

in addiction counseling. 

She is enthused about  

this new point in her  

career and looks  

forward to traveling to 

offices in Lincoln and 

Lake Counties to work with  

individuals using our mental health services. 

Lincoln County Fair! 
For the past twenty years, Sunburst has had a booth – or 

some years even two at the Lincoln County Fair.  There 

were years when our staff set up games for the kids at the 

fair. And there has always been a Sunburst booth that 

gives away information on services and upcoming events.  

Sometime there were crafts that either children or adults 

could make at the Sunburst booth. This year the Sunburst 

booth at the Lincoln County Fair is going to be truly 

awesome as staff and volunteers work together to make it 

a great place for people to stop by.  Julie Fleck, Tina 

Taurman and Katrin Steward will come up from Kalispell 

to help at the booth and give people information about 

Sunburst mental health services.  Volunteers from Eureka 

including Darlene Ruble, Dave Leeman and Charla 

Trotter from the Eureka Sunburst advisory board will be 

on hand to tell people about upcoming Sunburst events in 

the area such as the concert series and the community 

soup night.  And Peggy Jane Ousley, another advisory 

board member, will have beads and elastic available for 

anyone who wants to stop by and make a bracelet.  This 

promises to be one of the best Sunburst booths to date so 

if you have time August 27-30, stop by. 

Libby End of Summer 

Happenings! 
As the summer winds 

down, staff and 

children at Sunburst’s 

Libby site are planning 

a picnic the last week 

of August before 

school begins again. 

The event will start off 

with the young people  

ages 4-14 years old helping to make sandwiches at 

the site. Then the group which numbers about 

eighteen young people with accompanying staff from 

Sunburst’s mental health services will walk over  

to Firemen’s Memorial Park in Libby to enjoy the 

afternoon.  There are a number of groups that are run 

through our Libby site including separate groups for 

girls and boys. The end of summer picnic is an 

occasion when young people from all groups get 

together to enjoy those last days before heading back 

to school. Firemen’s Memorial Park which includes 

two picnic pavilions, a playground and a splash pad 

is a favorite place to gather. 

Lake County Family Concepts 
As Sunburst did not have their contract renewed 

for Family Concepts in Lake County, Deb Orozco 

will move from her position as a Family Support 

Worker to become a Service Coordinator at our 

Polson site.  Due to numerous policy changes in 

the Montana Department of Public Health and 

Human Services, contracts in some counties were 

terminated as the state decided to hire their own 

staff. This is the case currently in Sanders and 

Lincoln Counties. In other counties, RFPs (request 

for proposals) were put out and the state is still in 

the process of deciding which organizations will be 

awarded the contracts. 
 
Sunburst staff will be attending motivational 

interviewing training at Salish Kootenai College 

on September 16- 19.  Jenny Profitt, Stacy 

McElderry, Megan Baily, Meg Anderson, Deb 

Orozco, and Maya Negron are those being trained 

in this evidence-based treatment that addresses 

ambivalence to change. It is a conversational 

approach designed to help people identify their 

readiness, willingness, and ability to change and to 

make use of their own change-talk.   

 

 


