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The Sunburst Amazing Race 
The First Annual Sunburst Amazing Race was truly amazing 

bringing crowds of people out to Depot Park in Kalispell for a 

fun-filled day. Twenty-two teams competed. While these 

individuals raced around Kalispell looking for clues, others 

enjoyed hanging in the park with music, food and other 

activities. Over $1100 was raised for crisis intervention, which 

provides support to those with mental illness for food, 

housing, psychiatric medications or supplies during periods of 

homelessness. Race organizers Emily Pray and Mandy 

Winegardner were pleased with the results and already have 

ideas for next year. Tremendous thanks to all who helped and 

participated. And special appreciation goes to the Sunburst 

board of directors who donated many awesome baskets which 

were auctioned at the Mental Health Awareness event on May 

29
th

 at FVCC to help raise more funds for Sunburst’s crisis 

intervention project.  Sunburst certainly has a great team!! 

 

Rails-to-Trail News 

 
 

Sunburst staff and volunteers held a May 

fundraiser in Eureka for the Kootenai 

Rails-to-Trail.  The event also celebrated 

the unveiling of two new interpretive signs 

along the trail that involved a community 

collaboration.  Derek Hickman built the 

signs as part of his Eagle Scout project.  

Ellen Sullivan with the US Forest Service 

(and also on the Sunburst Eureka advisory 

board) did the text for the signs, and Rob 

Good from 221 Dewey Graphics designed 

and printed the signs.  Sunburst staff 

coordinated all these efforts over the last 

year. The signs provide history on the area, 

a map of the entire 7.5 mile trail, tips on 

being ‘bear aware’ as well as information 

about flora and fauna along the trail.  

 

Special kudos go to Don Fleck who had 

the original vision to create the Kootenai 

Trail back in 1997.  It has taken a while 

and now the signs are finally in place and 

look great. Just another example of how 

Sunburst helps communities to shine. 

..and another fundraiser! 

Tamarack Brewery in Lakeside will dedicate their Community 

Tap Night proceeds on Aug 19
th

 to Sunburst mental health 

services. There will be 75 cents from every pint sold that 

evening between 6-9pm going towards Sunburst’s mental 

health program in Kalispell. Stop by the brewery for a 

beverage and a bite to eat and help celebrate all the great work 

that Sunburst does serving individuals in the Flathead. 



 

 

Farmers Market Season Opens 
Great news all around as summer 

  starts up and the farmers markets 

open o open for the season.  A neat   

  collaboration is happening between  

Sunburst artists/consumers in Polson, 

the Whitefish Credit Union and 

volunteers in Eureka. The Polson 

artists have some wonderful things to 

sell but don’t have time to run  

a booth at the Farmers Market in their town. So they 

shipped their hand painted silk scarves, ceramics, tied sage 

bundles, cards and more to Sunburst in Eureka. Meanwhile 

the Whitefish Credit Union made a very generous grant to 

Sunburst which allows us to bring live music weekly to the 

Farmers Market in Eureka.  And a new volunteer offered to 

help at the booth each week to sell the hand crafted items 

and give out information about Sunburst’s programs and 

events.  What a wonderful collaboration and what a treat for 

tourists and locals who can stop by the booth!  If you want 

to find out which musicians will be performing at our booth, 

visit www.sunburstfoundation.org and look under Summer 

Music at Farmers Market.  To check out all the wonderful 

arts and crafts for sale, you will need to stop by in person on 

Wednesdays from 4:00 – 6:00pm at Riverside Park in 

Eureka.  Heartfelt thanks to Whitefish Credit Union for 

stepping up for a second year and supporting local 

musicians and Sunburst. 

 

Lots going on 
You only need to look at the bulletin board 

at any Sunburst site or ask staff to find out 

all the great stuff that is happening. This is 

our bulletin board in Polson and my oh 

my, there is a lot going on there. 

 

 

Hamilton Family Concepts 
Melissa Lavinder and Jamey Petersen from 

Montana Children’s Trust Fund took time 

from their busy schedules to visit the 

Sunburst site in Hamilton recently. They 

were able to observe a Circle of Security 

class offered there through our Family 

Concepts program and also talked with 

staff about the numerous ways that 

Sunburst seeks to serve communities. The 

Montana Children’s Trust Fund has 

supported Sunburst offering Circle of 

Security classes for the last two years.  

Sunburst is now applying to renew the 

grant for a third year. The classes are 

offered to parents and caregivers for free to 

help these participants learn more about 

meeting a child’s emotional needs and to 

understand child development. Sunburst 

has staff who have been certified as Circle 

of Security parent educators and we will 

have more staff complete the COS training 

program this year.  The Montana 

Children’s Trust Fund grant allows 

Sunburst to offer the courses for parents 

and caregivers in Lincoln, Sanders, Lake, 

Ravalli and Flathead counties.  It is a great 

program so cross your fingers that we get 

this awesome grant renewal. 

Sunburst board member Zana Niblack showing her support 

at the First Annual Sunburst Amazing Race. 
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