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Prize for Sunburst Staff! 
At the beginning of May, all 

Sunburst staff received an email 

with a ten-item quiz.  Those 

individuals who completed the quiz 

and got at least seven out of ten 

answers correct won a Sunburst t-

shirt! The contest was designed to 

encourage staff to read our monthly 

newsletters, be aware of 

information on the Sunburst web 

site and be able to speak about the 

overall Sunburst mission. Eight 

individuals on our staff qualified as 

winners! “We are so pleased to see 

so many winners”, said Rita Collins 

who ran the competition. She said it 

is valuable for everyone (consumers 

and our eight communities) when 

Sunburst staff know all that our 

organization has to offer.  The 

contest ended on May 31, 2013.  

Shirts will be mailed to winners 

later in June.  For anyone who 

would like to purchase a shirt, 

contact the Eureka office. 

 

Expansion into Lincoln County 
Libby and Eureka both have had Sunburst offices for a number of 

years but the services they offer to the communities are about to 

expand.  Sunburst mental health services are moving into both 

communities with the goal to be up and operating in June.  Lisa Thiel, 

program manager for Sunburst mental health, has been hiring new 

staff and setting up offices in both locations.  Up until now, the Libby 

Sunburst office only offered Family Concepts with one employee, 

Kayla White.  Eureka has offered Families in Partnership (a Family 

Concepts program) and an arts and education program there since 

Sunburst Community Service Foundation first began in 1995.  Now 

they will be adding mental health services which will expand both the 

Sunburst presence in Eureka and their office space.  Both Libby and 

Eureka will each eventually have a service coordinator, a community 

service worker and a therapist on staff. Additional services to 

consumers will use telemed which is a technology that allows an 

individual to talk with their nurse practitioner or doctor at a distance 

using computer so that consumers in Lincoln County will not have to 

drive to Kalispell for appointments. 

 

 
Paintings by Tira Matt 

 
 

 
 

 

Polson artist 
Tira Matt is an artist who 

currently lives in Ronan and has 

numerous pieces of her work 

displayed at the Sunburst office in 

Polson.  Many of her paintings 

contain vivid colors which Tira 

said capture her emotions.  Some 

of her work shows bright designs 

while other pieces are more 

somber. She works in a variety of 

mediums including paint, pencil, 

collages and chalk.  Tira is also 

exploring other types of materials 

for expressing herself including 

quilts and sculptures.  If you 

happen to pass through the 

Sunburst office in Polson, take 

time to notice the beautiful art on 

the walls by Tira Matt. 

 

Take time to write a “Caught in the 

act of caring” card when you see a 

staff person, consumer or volunteer 

being kind.  There cards are 

available at all eight Sunburst 

locations. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are moving and 

shaking at Sunburst – 

getting brighter every day.  

What ideas do you have 

that will help Sunburst be 

all it can be in your 

community or town?  

Send your ideas to 

mtsunburst@yahoo.com or 

call (406)297-0197. 

Thanks! We couldn’t do it 

without you. 

 
Did you know?    

The Sunburst office in Eureka 

offers a range of community 

classes. There are some great 

ones coming up in June and 

July so if you fancy a trip to 

Eureka, you might think about 

signing up for something you 

have always wanted to learn. 

Calligraphy for Beginners, 

Making Your Own Rocky 

Mountain Dulcimer, Creating a 

Pine Needle Basket, and 

Making Soaps and Lotions are 

some of the classes that are 

being given. The classes are 

affordable and most take place 

in one day (or part of a day). To 

read more about any of our 

classes, visit the Sunburst web 

site at 

www.sunburstfoundation.org.   

 

 
 

This Issue’s Featured Board Member… 
Jen Henson is one of the newer members on the Sunburst board.  Jen 

joined the board this winter and is a welcomed addition.  She has 

experience working with individuals who have ABI (Acquired Brain 

Injury) and has also taught in various programs. Currently Jen lives in 

Kalispell and works at Opportunity Resources.  When asked what 

initially brought her to Sunburst, Jen replied, “I was drawn to Sunburst 

because of my background in counseling psychology and I felt 

becoming a board member could be a great opportunity for me to 

volunteer my time in a new way. I have volunteered in various 

capacities with several organizations in the past but I’ve never served on 

a board.  Also, when I attended my first board meeting, the dedication 

and enthusiasm of the staff was obvious, the board members seemed 

committed to support Sunburst in whatever capacity they could and 

everyone impressed me as truly having a heart for the individuals served 

by Sunburst. Of course, it helped that both staff and board members are 

a very welcoming group of individuals and I remember feeling at home 

with them almost immediately!” 

 

As for the future, Jen would like to see Sunburst work to address 

existing needs in its communities.  She said, “I would love to see 

Sunburst assist our community in better addressing the needs of 

individuals living with the double challenge of a mental illness and an 

intellectual disability (the ‘other dual diagnosis’) as these individuals too 

often fall through cracks between systems due to their complex needs. I 

would also love to see Sunburst help to address some of the unmet needs 

of other individuals in our community. Since moving to Kalispell I have 

noticed ‘gaps’ in services for many of our community members 

including homeless shelters/transition housing, lack of services for 

individuals with brain injuries, temporary and permanent guardianship 

of incapacitated individuals, continuing education for adults with 

intellectual disabilities and professional payee services.”   It is a treat to 

have Jen join the Sunburst board and bring her skills, knowledge and 

creativity to our organization. 

 

 

    Kalispell Staff Tina Taurman 
     When the Sunburst Foundation was 

    first getting started in the 1990s, Tina 

    began volunteering and eventually 

    served on the Sunburst Board of Directors. 

    Over the years, she continued to support 

    Sunburst in numerous ways but her day  

job was with a medical clinic in Eureka 

and she also served on the Lincoln Electric Cooperative Board of 

Directors. But it was a glorious day when Tina joined the Kalispell 

Sunburst office working as our Office Administrator. Co-worker Katrin 

Steward confirmed that Tina is “excellent in all fields!  Anyone can go 

to her for guidance.  She is there for everyone – admin, therapists, 

consumers and others.”  It is the dedication and skills that Tina brings to 

her work – as well as her amazing ability to multi-tasks that keeps the 

Kalispell Sunburst office running so smoothly. 
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